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Yesterday, we spoke to you about the search operation carried out in the Brussels region, an operation against a network of trade in human beings. Among the places visited, a temple of the Sikh community located in Vilvorde, a muscled operation by the federal police which shocked its occupants, taken in for questioning, in the middle of a religious ceremony. A report by Frederic…. and Gaetane.

The “granthi” as he is called here was in the middle of the reading of the sacred texts, a recitation started a few hours before and which, as is required for this ceremony, one of the most important in the Sikh calendar, shouldn’t have been interrupted before noon today. The police paid little attention to it. 

Resham Singh, a member of the Temple’s organisation committee: “They entered with shoes, without covering their head. They took by force… Our granthi, he showed his passport that he had.. a valid visa. They did not listen. They took [him] by force. They took [him] away.”

Amrik Singh, a member of the Temple’s organisation committee: “If the police learns that there is a member of the mafia in a church, they enter the church, arrest everyone, the whole congregation including the priest, interrupt the religious service. It is inadmissible.”

The Sikh community in Belgium as well as, we are assured, the community abroad has experienced this search operation as a humiliation, all the more so because only two persons out of the fifty arrested for questioning have received an expulsion order and none of them seem to be concerned with the traffic of human beings.

Amrik Singh: “Sometimes there is traffic but how many people does it concern? Five or six persons in a community of five or six thousand? it is like…”

Journalist: “There is no base of the traffic here…” 

Amrik Singh: “Certainly not. They wouldn’t be allowed”

Hence a community that decided to appoint a lawyer to represent them.

Inès Wouters, the Sikh community’s lawyer: “My clients do not contest in any way, neither the existence nor even the eventual utility of the search. What shocks them in particular is the way that it was done. […] Belgium has some obligations as much on the internal level as on the international level in the matter of religious and the feeling of religious affiliation of the religious places.”

On behalf of her clients, Belgian as well as in some way, the 23 million followers of Sikhism all over the world, the advocate would have to start by registering an official protest with the Belgian and European authorities.

