
Airport Screening  
Procedures for  
Sikh Travelers

styj-2 : ZYr-mytYilk vsqW (ijvyN plwsitk Xw kyimkl) 
leI jWc 
1) �AYsI jWc hmySw nhIN hovygI [ AYsw qW hI ho skdw hY jdoN 

AiDkwrI nUM ieh mhsUs hovy (Sk pvy) ik dsqwr BwrI Xw 
PulI hoeI jwpdI hY [

2) �AYsy hwlwq ivc AiDkwrI dsqwr nUM hQ lw ky jWc krn 
dI iejwzq mMg skdw hY [

    •� �jykr qusI iejwzq nhIN dyxW cwhuNdy qW sw& ieNkwr kro 
Aqy Awpxy hQW nwl dsqwr dI jWc kr ky ivKw skdy 
ho [ qW quhwnUM dUjw AiDkwrI vKry lY jwvygw Aqy aus dI 
inZrwnI ivc jWc kIqI jwvygI [ mZroN quhwfy hQW nUM 
sUqI kpVy nwl rgiVAw jwvygw Aqy aus kpVy nUM iek 
mSIn ivc rK ky jWc kIqI jwvygI ik aus auqy koeI 
kyimkl qW nhIN [ ies jWc qoN pws ho ky qusI &lweIt 
vl vD skdy ho [

    • �jykr qusI AiDkwrI nUM iejwzq dyxW cwho qW TIk hY pr 
vKry kmry ivc jWc dI mMg iPr vI kr skdy ho [ ies 
jWc qoN pws ho ky qusI &lweIt vl vD skdy ho [    

Xwd rhy ik dsqwr auqwrn leI AiDkwrI quhwnUM qW hI bynqI 
kr skdw hY jdoN AiDkwrI dw Sk-SuBw dUr n hoieAw hovy Aqy 
qusI phlI Xw dUjI styj dI jWc pws nw kr sko hovo [ pr 
iPr vI , hmySw hI AYsI jWc leI p@weIvyt-kmry dI mMg qusI 
zrUr kr skdy ho , Aqy kro [
jykr qusIN smJdy ho ik aupr-ilKy kwrxW kr ky quhwfy nwl 
ivdkrw ho irhw hY qW :
1) �hmySw hI SWq-suBwv vwlw vqIrw rKo Aqy sulJy hoey qrIky 

nwl gl kro [
2) �AiDkwrI dw nW Aqy bYj-nMbr ilK lvo [ jy auh dsx qoN 

ieNkwr kry qW suprvweIzr (vfy A&sr) nwl gl krn 
dI mMg kro [

3) �swnUM &on kro Xw eI-myl rwhIN &OrI qOr qy smprk kr ky 
vyrvw dyvo [ jwxkwrI ivc ieh zrUr Swml kro: AiDkwrI 
dw nW, bYj-nMbr, qwrIK, &lweIt-nMbr, AyXrport dw 
nW [

4) �tI. eys. ey. nUM qusIN isDy vI auhnW dI hyT-ilKI vybsweIt 
qoN iSkwXq Byj skdy ho :

     �http://www.tsa.dhs.gov/research/civilrights/
civilrights_travelers

    �ies dsqwvyz ivc ilKI iksy vI jwxkwrI dy vDyry Kulwsy 
leI tI. eys. ey. dI vybsweIt vyKo [  

Sikh Air Travelers’ Bill of Rights

Sikhs who are clearing security at United States airports 
have the following rights:

1. �Sikhs have the right to wear turbans, patkas or 
religious scarves during security screenings in US 
airports.

2. �Sikhs, if selected for additional screening, have the 
right to pat-down their own turbans and have their 
hands swabbed for chemical residue, instead of 
allowing a Transportation Security Officer (“TSO”) 
to pat-down their turbans.

3. �Sikhs have the right to refuse to remove their turbans 
in public.

4. �Sikhs have the right to ask for a private area during 
any stage of the security screening.

5. �Sikhs have the right to refuse to remove their turbans 
if they have successfully cleared the metal detection 
procedure and an additional screening pat-down.

6. �Sikhs have the right to be cleared for additional 
screening by going through a “puffer machine,” if 
one is available, together with a metal detector.

7. �Sikhs have the right not to be racially profiled by 
TSOs on the basis of their ethnicity, race, religion or 
national origin.

XU. Ays. ey. ivc  hvweI-A~ifAW ivKy isK XwqrIAW leI 
hyT-ilKy hkUk mOjUd hn 
1) �isKW nUM hk hY ik dsqwr dupty / cunI Dwrx kr skdy 

hn  [
2) �jykr vDyry jWc leI isKW nUM vKry KloNx leI AwiKAw 

jWdw hY qW isKW nUM hk hY ik Awp hI dsqwr dI jWc kr 
ky AiDkwrI nUM ivKw skdy hn Aqy Awpxy hQW qy kpVw 
rgVvw ky kyimkl-mOjUdgI leI jWc krvw skdy hn [

3) �isKW nUM hk hY ik pblik ivc dsqwr nUM iksy AiDkwrI 
vloN hQ lWx qON rok skdy hn [

4) �isKW nUM hk hY ik jWc dI iksy vI styj qy p@weIvyt-kmry 
dI mMg kr skdy ho [

5) �isKW nUM hk hY ik mytl-iftyktr Aq vDyrIy jWc nUM pws 
krn mZroN dsqwr auqwrn qoN sw& ieNkwr kr skdy hn[ 

6) �isKW nUM hk hY ik p&r-mSIn qoN pws hoNx mZroN vDyry 
jWc leI pws smJy jWx , jykr mytl-iftyktr qoN iel-
wvw p&r-mSIn vI mOjUd hovy [

7) �isKW nUM hk hY ik mUl, nsl, Drm Xw dyS dy ADwr auqy 
auhnW nwl iksy AiDkwrI vloN ivdkrw nw kIqw jwvy [

isK hvweI-XwqrIAW dy hkUk dw kwnUn

Distributed by: 

hvweI-A~ifAW ivKy isK 
XwqrIAW dI jWc-ivDI dw vyrvw 

vDyry jwxkwrI hwsl krn leI Xw iSkwXq Byjx leI  
XunweIitf isKs nwl sMprk kro:

1-888-243-1690   eI-myl: contact@unitedsikhs.org
vybsweIt: www.unitedsikhs.org



This document details headwear screening procedures 
that will be in effect beginning on October 27, 2007 
at all United States airports. Keep this document with 
you while you travel through the U.S., so that you 
know what to expect and how to assert your rights. All 
references to “turban” below also include patkas or 
religious headscarves.

To clear the new procedure, we recommend that you 
arrive at the airport 15-30 minutes earlier than usual.

Standing in Line for Security Screening:
•  �If you see a “puffer” machine at the airport, request 

to stand in the line that goes to the “puffer” machine. 
The “puffer” is a portal machine that blows air at 
your body to pick up traces of chemicals. It does not 
involve touching your turban.

• �While standing in line for your security screening, you 
may hear recorded announcements or Transportation 
Security Officers (TSOs) telling passengers to remove 
their shoes, jackets, laptops, headwear, and other 
items. If you wear a turban, you should disregard 
that warning, since it does not apply to passengers 
wearing religious head coverings. 

• �While in line, please ensure that you have not 
accidentally left any metallic objects on your person.

Stage 1: Metal Detection Screening
1. �When you walk up to the metal detector machine, 

a TSO may ask you to remove your headwear. You 
MUST tell the TSO that you will not remove your 
turban, since it is a religious article.

2. �If you walk through the metal detector and the 
alarm goes off, you may be pulled aside for further 
screening. The screener should use a hand wand to 
check the turban. If the hand wand sounds an alarm 
around your head, the screener may want to pat-
down your turban. If you know the source of the 
alarm, you may consider surrendering the object to 
possibly avoid the need for a pat-down. 

3. �If, after the pat-down, the TSO is unable to resolve 
the concern, he/she can ask you to remove your 
turban, BUT only in a private area.  

4. �If you walk through the metal detector and no 
alarm sounds, a TSO MAY determine that additional 
screening is needed and ask you to step aside. This is 
described in Stage 2 below.

Stage 2: Screening for Non-Metallic Items
1. �You may be selected for non-metallic screening. This 

will not happen every time. It is at the discretion of the 
individual TSO, if they believe your turban is “bulky.”

2. �If you are selected for the additional screening, the 
TSO will ask you if he/she can pat down your turban 
as soon as you step out of the metal detector.

    a. �If you do NOT want the TSO to touch your turban, 
you MUST refuse and say that you prefer to pat 
down your own turban. You will then be taken 
aside by a different TSO who will supervise you 
as you pat down your turban. After the pat-down, 
the TSO will rub your hands with a small cotton 
cloth and place it in a machine to test for chemical 
residue. If you pass the chemical residue test, you 
should be allowed to proceed to your flight.

    b. �If, on the other hand, it is acceptable to you for 
the TSO to touch your turban, let the TSO do so. 
The TSO should offer you a private area for this 
screening. If the TSO does not, you can ask for 
one. Once you clear this screening, you should 
be allowed to proceed to your flight.

The only time a TSA officer can request a removal of 
your turban is if the TSO cannot resolve the concern and 
you did not clear the metal detector or the additional 
screening. If that happens, you should ALWAYS ask for 
a private screening area to conduct the removal of your 
turban.

If you feel you are being mistreated or singled out for 
screening because of your turban, remember to do the 
following:
1. �Stay calm. Treat and speak with the TSO 

professionally.
2. �Ask the TSO for his/her name and badge number. 

Write this information down. They are required to 
give this information to you. If they refuse, ask to 
speak with a supervisor. 

3. �Call or email us to report the incident as soon as 
possible after it has occurred. You will need to tell 
them the name and badge number of the officer, the 
date of the incident, your flight number, the airport 
where it occurred, and about the incident.

4. �You can also file a complaint with the TSA on your 
own on their website at http://www.tsa.dhs.gov/
research/civilrights/civilrights_travelers. You can 
also refer to the TSA’s website for more information 
on any procedure described here.

s

ies dsqwvyz rwhIN isr auqy Dwrn krn vwly vsqrW bwbq 
jWc dy qrIikAW dw aulyK hY ijhVy ik 27 Aktubr 2007 qoN 
pUry dyS ivc lwgU hoNxgy [ies dsqwvyz nUM Xwqrw dOrwn hmySw 
nwl rKo qWjy quhwnU ieh jwxkwrI rhy ik quhwfy hkUk ikhVy 
hn Aqy qusIN ikvyN hwisl krny hn [ies dsqwvyz ivc ijQy 
vI dsqwr dw izkr AwauNdw hY aus ivc ptky / dup~ty / cu~nI 
nUM Swiml smiJAw jwvy [ 
swfI slwh hY ik qusIN &lweIt qoN 15 qoN 30 imnt pihlW 
puj ky AwswnI Aqy Awrwm nwl jWc nUM pwr kr skdy ho [ 
jWc leI kqwr ivc KVy rihx bwbq:
1) �jykr qusIN p&r-mSIn vyKo qW aus hI lweIn / kqwr ivc 

Klovo [ p&r-mSIn quhwfy srIr vl hvw sutdI hY ijs 
nwl kYmIkl / rswiex dy Asr dw pqw lgdw hY [ ies 
kqwr ivc dsqwr nUM hQ nhIN lgwXw jWdw [

2) �kqwr ivc KloiqAW jykr qusIN irkwrf hoeI sUcnw rwhIN 
Xw iPr jWc-AiDkwrIAW pwsoN ieh suxo ik XwqrI ju~qy, 
jYikt, lYptwp, Aqy isr qoN kpVy htw dyNx , qW jykr 
qusIN dsqwr sjweI hY qW aus nUM auqwrn leI kwnUnI qOr 
qy mjbUr nhI ho ikXoNik dsqwr Dwrmk inSwn hY, koeI 
sDwrn kpVw nhIN [ 

3) �kqwr ivc KloNx vyly ieh iDAwn rKo ik ZlqI nwl vI 
srIr qy Xw kpiVAW ivc koeI vI mytl (DwqU ) dI vsq 
nw hovy [

styj 1 : mytl-vsqW dI jWc 
1) ��mytl-iftyktr kol pujidAW hI jykr AiDkwrI AwKdw 

hY ik dsqwr auqwro qW qusIN zrUr (hr hwlq ivc) sw& 
ieNkwr kro Aqy spSt Al&wz ivc AwKo ik ieh isK 
leI Dwrmk inSwn hY , so qusIN dsqwr nhI auqwrogy [

2) �jykr mytl-iftyktr qoN pwr hoNx qy Alwrm vjdw hY qW 
quhwnUM vKry lY jw ky hYNf-vWf nwl dsqwr dI jWc kIqI 
jwvygI [ jykr hux vI Alwrm vjdw hY qW AiDkwrI quhwfI 
dsqwr dI jWc hQ nwl krn dI iejwzq mMgygw [ jy qusI 
Alwrm vjx dI vjh jWxdy ho qW Awp hI AYsI vsq kF 
ky aus nUM sONp dyvo qW jy dsqwr dI h~QI-jWc dI loV hI 
muk jwvy [

3) �jykr hux vI AiDkwrI sMquSt nhI huNdw qW aus nU ieh 
kwnUnI hk hY ik quhwnUM AwKy ik qusIN dsqwr auqwr ky 
ivKwvo , pr Xwd rKo ik quhwnUM vI kwnUnI hk hY ik qusIN 
vKry kmry / p@weIvyt-ielwky ivc dsqwr auqwrn dI mMg 
(ifmWf) kr skdy ho [

4) �jykr mytl-iftyktr qoN lMG ky koeI Alwrm nhI vjdw 
qW AiDkwrI (SwXd) AwK skdw hY ik ZYr-mytYilk vsqW 
(ijvyN kyimkl Xw plwsitk) leI vDyry jWc krnI hY [ 
AYsI jWc dw vyrvw styj-2 ivc hyT-iliKAw hY [
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for Sikh Travelers

hvweI-A~ifAW ivKy isK XwqrIAW dI 
jWc-ivDI dw vyrvw

For more information or to make a complaint  
please contact UNITED SIKHS

Phone: 1-888-243-1690  Email: contact@unitedsikhs.org
Website: www.unitedsikhs.org


